WAQF KHUTBAH – ML BURHAAN MIA

Commissioned by Awqaf SA.

ALL PRAISES ARE DUE TO ALLAH TAALA, THE SUSTAINER OF ALL THE WORLDS, AND MAY ALLAH’S MERCY AND PEACE BE UPON OUR LEADER, SAYYIDINA MUHAMMAD, HIS FAMILY AND ALL HIS COMPANIONS.

WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THE WEALTH WE POSSESS IS AN AMAANAT (TRUST) BESTOWED UNTO US BY ALLAH TAALA.  LET US LISTEN CAREFULLY TO THE MANNER OF EXPRESSION IN THE FOLLOWING AAYAH, WHEREIN ALLAH TAALA EXHORTS US TO SPEND IN THIS PATH:

· TRANS:  O YOU WHO BELIEVE!  SPEND OF THAT WHICH WE HAVE PROVIDED FOR YOU, BEFORE A DAY COMES WHEN THERE WILL BE NO BARGAINING, NOR FRIENDSHIP, NOR INTERSESSION (2: 254)

ALLAH TAALA, THROUGH HIS INFINITE MERCY, INCREASES MANIFOLD THE REWARD OF WHAT IS SPENT IN HIS CAUSE, HE SAYS:

· TRANS:  THE LIKENESS OF THOSE WHO SPEND THEIR WEALTH IN THE WAY OF ALLAH TAALA, IS AS THE LIKENESS OF A GRAIN (OF CORN);  IT GROWS SEVEN EARS, AND EACH EAR HAS A HUNDRED GRAINS.  ALLAH TAALA GIVES MANIFOLD INCREASE TO WHOM HE WILLS AND ALLAH TAALA IS ALL-SUFFICIENT FOR HIS CREATURE’S NEEDS, THE ALL KNOWER. (2;261)

THE GREATEST BARGAIN IS OFFERED BY ALLAH TAALA IN THE FOLLOWING VERSE:

· TRANS: VERILY, ALLAH TAALA HAS PURCHASED OF THE BELIEVERS THEIR LIVES AND PROPERTIES FOR (THE PRICE) THAT FOR THEM SHALL BE PARADISE. (9;111)

WE FAIRLY BELIEVE THAT WE WILL HAVE TO RENDER AN ACCOUNT ABOUT OUR ENTIRE LIFE’S DEEDS.   AS STATED IN A HADITH OF OUR BELOVED NABI, A PERSON’S FEET WILL BE POWERLESS TO MOVE ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT UNTIL HE IS QUESTIONED ABOUT FIVE THINGS.  ONE OF THOSE FIVE WILL BE:

· TRANS: REGARDING HIS WEALTH FROM WHICH SOURCES DID HE PROCURE IT?, AND IN WHICH AVENUES DID HE SPEND IT?

FROM THE AFOREMENTIONED AAYAAT(VERSES) AND HADITH WE DEDUCE THE GREAT REWARDS, VIRTUES AND BENEFITS OF SPENDING IN THE PATH OF ALLAH TAALA.  THERE ARE VARIOUS AVENUES IN WHICH WE CAN SPEND IN HIS PATH, SUCH AS THE COMPULSORY ZAKAAH, LILLAH, SADQAH ETC.  ONE OF THOSE MERITOROUS AVENUES IS THE INSTITUTION OF WAQF, WHICH CONSTITUTES OUR TOPIC OF DISCUSSION TODAY.

WAQF LITERALLY MEANS TO STOP, HOLD BACK OR BLOCK (PLURAL:AWQAF)  THE TECHNICAL OF WAQF RENDERED BY THE JURISPRUDENTS IS:

· TRANS: TO GIVE/DONATE/MORTMAIN, ASSETS TO THE POSSESSION OF ALLAH TAALA AND TO CHANNEL ITS INCOME/PROFIT TO OTHERS, THERE BY SEEKING THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH TAALA AND PRESERVING IT FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS CREATION.

THE ACTION OF WAQF IS A SPECIALITY OF ISLAM WHICH HAS ITS ORIGINS IN THE TIME OF RASULULLAH A PERSON BY THE NAME MAKHAIREEQ, WHO WAS KILLED IN THE BATTLE:

· IF I AM KILLED.  THEN MY WEALTH SHOULD GO TO RASULULLAH, AND HE SHOULD DEAL WITH IT AS ALLAH TAALA SHOWS HIM.  THEREAFTER RASULULLAH TOOK CONTROL OF HIS WEALTH AND PROPRIETED IT AS SADAQAH (WAQF).  THE WEALTH CONSISTED OF SEVEN GARDENS (ORCHARDS OF DATE TREES) NAMED: ARAAF, SAAFIYAH, DALAAL, MITHYAB, BARQAH, HASNAA AND MASHRABAH UMME IBRAAHIM.  THESE SEVEN GARDENS WERE TERMED AS HABS (WAQF) BY IBN KAAB ALQURAZI.  (AHKAAMUL AWQAAF; P 5)

ITS NARRATED FROM SAYYIDINA UMAR IBNUL KHATTAB THAT RASULULLAH HAD THREE SPECIAL PIECES OF LAND.  THE PROPERY OF BANU NADHEER (JEWISH TRIBE) WAS WAQF FOR UNFORESEEN EXPENSES FADAK WAS WAQF FOR THE WAYFARES (TRAVELLERS).  THE LAND OF KHAIBAR WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS BY RASULULLAH:  TWO PARTS FOR THE MUSLIMS, AND ONE PART WHOSE INCOME WAS SPENT IN NABIS FAMILY.  IF THERE WAS AN EXCESS OF THIS PART, IT WOULD BE SPENT ON THE POOR OF THE MUHAAJIREEN (THOSE WHO MIGRATED TO MADINAH FORM MAKRAH)(AHKAAMUL AWQAAF, PG 5-6)

THE SAHAABAH (COMPANIONS) FOLLOWED THE ADVICES ON THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF WAQF BY RASULULLAH.  SAYYIDINA UMAR IBNUL KHATTAB ACQUIRED A PIECE OF LAND FROM KHAIBAR (CALLED THAMG) HE SOUGHT COUNSEL FROM RASULULLAH THUS:  O RASUL OF ALLAH!  I HAVE ACQUIRED A PIECE OF LAND FROM KHAIBAR.  I HAVE ACQUIRED A 

PIECE OF LAND FROM KHAIBAR.  I HAD NEVER HAD ANY WEALTH MORE VALUABLE THAN THAT.  WHAT DO YOU COMMAND ME TO DO WITH IT?  NABI REPLIED :  IF YOU WISH, MAKE WAQF IT’S ORIGIN (FROM ALLAH TAALA) GIVE AS SAQAQAH IT’S INCOME.

HAZRAT UMAR GAVE IT AS SADAQAH TO THE POOR, DESTITUTE, TRAVELLERS, SLAVES, THOSE STRIVING IN THE PATH OF ALLAH (MUJAAHIDEEN) AND GUESTS.  HE ALSO STIPULATED THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE SOLD, GIVEN AS A GIFT OR INHERITED.  HE COMMISSIONED HIS DAUGHTER HAZRAT HAFSAH WITH THE HANDLING AND THE MANAGING THEREOF, LATER TO BE MANAGED BY THE SENIOR AND KNOWLEDGABLE AMONGST HIS FAMILY AND OFFSPRING.  (EXTRACTED FROM BUKHARI, AHKAAMUL, MUSLIM, TIRMIRI, AWQAAF; PG8, ABU DAWOOD)

WHEN THE MUHAAJIREEN ARRIVED IN MEDINAH MUNAWWARAH, THEY USED TO UTILISE THE WATER OF A WELL CALLED ROOMAH ON SEEING THEIR DIFFICULTY, HAZRAT UTHMAAN PURCHASED IT FOR 35 000 DIRHAMS AND MADE IT WAQF FOR THE GENERAL MUSLIMS.  (BUKHAARI, NASAAI)

SAAD BIN ZURAARAH SAYS:  I DO NOT KNOW IF ANY OF THE SAHAABAH OF RASULULLAH, WHO HAD PARTICIPATED IN BADR AMONGST THE MUHAAJIREEN AND ANSAAR, WHO HAD NOT MADE SOME SORT FO WAQF.  THEY HAD STIPULATED THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE SOLD, INHERITED OR GIVEN AS A GIFT UNTIL THE DAY OF QIYAAMAH.  (AHKAAMUL AAWQAAF PG.8-9)

FROM THE ABOVE MENTIONED WE DERIVE THAT THE HABIT OF WAQF WAS GENERAL AMONGST THE COMPANIONS OF NABI: SOME HAD MADE WAQF UPON THEIR OWN CHILDREN AND OFFSPRING, WHILE OTHERS HAD MADE WAQF FOR OTHER WORTHY CAUSES.

THE REWARDS OF SUCH FORMS OF SPENDING IN THE PATH OF ALLAH TAALA ARE NUMEROUS.  IMAAM MUSLIM EXTRACTS A HADITH NARRATED BY HAZRAT ABU HARAIRAH THAT RASULULLAH HAD SAID WHEN A PERSON DIES, ALL OF HIS ACTIONS ARE TERMINATED EXCEPT THREE:

1. A CONTINOUS SADAQAH (SUCH AS WAQF);

2. KNOWLEDGE FROM WICH PEOPLE BENEFIT; AND

3. A PIOUS CHILD WHO MAKES DUAA FOR HIM.(MUSLIM)

THE COMMANDS OF THE INSTITUTION OF WAQF ARE OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE AND SHOULD BE ACQUIRED FORM KNOWLEDGABLE FUQAHAA (JURISPRUDENTS) AND THE BOOKS OF FIQH.  SOME OF THE BASIC POINTS DERIVED FROM THE AFOREMENTIONED ARFE NOTED:

· WHEN WAQF IS EXECUTED, IT NO LONGER REMAINS THE PROPERTY FO THE OWNER.

· IT BECOMES THE OWNERSHIP OF ALLAH TAALA.

· THE WAQF CAN NEVER BE SOLD, GIVEN AS A GIFT OR INHERITED.

· IT IS PERMISSIBLE TO MAKE AN ASEST WAQF ON ONE’S CHILDREN AND OFFSPRING, ON SPECIFIED DESERVING GROUPS OF PEOPLE, OR A CAUSE WHICH NEVER TERMINATED EG. POUR

i. A WAQF REMAINS FOREVER AND CANNOT BE TERMINATED.

ii. A MUTAWALLI (MANAGER, OVERSEER, HANDLER) SHOULD BE APPOINTED.

iii. THE PERSON MAKING THE DONATION SHOULD CHOOSE AN APPROPRIATE MUTAWALLI.

iv. THE MUTAWALLI SHOULD BE:  SANE, MATURE, KNOWLEDGABLE ABOUT THE BASIC COMMANDS OF MANAGING THE WAQF, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY SHOULD HAVE TAQWA (PIETY & FEAR OF ALLAH TAALA) AND BE TRUSTWORTHY.

IT IS MENTIONED IN AL-ISAAF: ONLY A TRUSTWORTHY PERSON SHOULD BE MADE A MUTAWALLI

i. IF A DISPUTE OR A PROBLEM ARISES REGARDING THE WAQF, IT SHOULD BE SOLVED BY THE RELEVANT KNOWLEDGABLE SCHOLARS WHO JUDGE THROUGH THE LIGHT OF QURAAN, HADITH AND RELEVANT BOOKS OF FIQH, IN WHICH THE COMMANDS OF WAQF HAVE BEEN EXPOUNDED IN DETAIL.

ALLAH TAALA SAYS;

· TRANS: THE WORD OF THE BELIEVERS, WHEN THEY ARE CALLED TOWARDS ALLAH TAALA AND HIS RASUL TO JUDGE BETWEEN THEM, IS “WE HAVE HEARD AND WE HAVE OBEYED”  AND THOSE INDEED ARE THE SUCCESSFUL ONES. (SURAH NOOR 24:51)

IN A HADITH FROM BUKHARI HARRAT ABU HURAIRAH NARRATES THAT NABI HAD SAID:

· WHEN TRUST IS DESTROYED, THEN AWAIT QIYAAMAH.  THE QUESTION WAS ASKED:  HOW WILL TRUST BE DESTROYED?  NABI REPLIED:  WHEN AFFAIRS WILL BE HANDED TO UNDESERVING PEOPLE. (BUKHARI)

MAY ALLAH TAALA GUIDE US FOR THAT WHICH PLEASES HIM!!!!!!!!!!

